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1. LEBANON: GEMAYEL APPROACHES NATIONAL RECONCILIATI ;

i

President Gemayel wil) enter any national reconciliation .
negotiation initially to probe hov much he would have to concede
to the opposition without ptovoking a major conflict vith the
Phalange and Lr. Gemayel may try to work toward accommodating
Druze/Muslim interests in a cabinet teshuffle, b e wi ot
risk initiatin institutional reforms that serio dininis
Maronite preen Indeed, pus ng him too quickly Ia s
direction would accelerate & ‘confrontation with the increasingly
suspicious and volatile

Christian right that could trigger the
complete collapse of the negotiations.
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Gemayel is not an ideologue with a broad
Lebanon's political system,

Lebanese politician
and as a result of b

vision of reform fdr
He is, on the contrary, a traditional
who views change as occurring 1nczonentally-

ackroom deals with other key elites. Dur ing
L his lengthy experience in Lebanon's parliament he acquired a ;
o reputation as an adept negotiator and a skilled behlnd-tho-accnql
operator. .

L Gemayel will bring these skills to the

political nogbtiutioql
~but will proceed cautiously.

Be i{s acutely aware that accommo- '
dating Muslims and Druze is the key to some degree of political

harmony and has developed good relations with key traditional |
Sunn{ and Shia elites. He will con

tinue his efforts to atrike a
®modus vivendi with Shia leader Nabih Barri by offering him a ,
political role in a new government and economic benefits to the
Shia community. He 4130 must establish a new telationahip with '
Walid Jumblatt, Thus, Gemayel wil] try to defuse the pPtessure for
radical reform of institutions by ehunciating noncontroversial
ptinciples on national reconciliat

ion to which all Lebanese can
aspire while attempting to coopt other key leaders. :

- None of this, however, should nhlgnzn.:hg_tns;_&hn&_ﬁsngz11 is
a Maront{ alangist pa 8. However sensitive
he claf®ms _to Muslim and Drugze interests, he believes in a
Lebanon i{n which Christians play the preeminent tole. oreover,
Gemayet—temoe P SONAlitY and 15 trapned betwae:
overbe B 2R 3 W] uf-

Genayel increasingly will look to the

finding a narrow middle ground acceptable ¢
the Christian tight. Although he

poseible, he is serious about»tnlttattng & na
provided we understand the constraints under

operating. Pressing Gemayel to inftiate major ‘concessions without
finding a way to check Muslim, Druze, and syria demands for

radical change will end in disaster. The L? Bay \be weakened by -
the Shufr fighting but i§ 8

the national reconcilfiation LILITH
\___—_me_
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